The etiology and management of acute and late sequelae of radiation therapy in persons with head and neck cancers.
Radiation therapy is an important primary modality in the treatment of cancers of the head and neck. Persons with advanced cancers often receive combined-modality treatment with concomitant radiation and chemotherapy. The sequelae of radiation alone and that of combined therapies create an extremely vulnerable individual. The nurse caring for the person receiving cancer treatment must understand the effect of radiation on normal tissues of the head and neck region and the methods designed to ameliorate the sequelae of therapy.